DANCER IN THE DARK

Short synopsis:

Selma (Björk) is a Czech immigrant, a single mother working in a factory in rural America. Her salvation is her passion for music, specifically, the all-singing, all-dancing numbers found in classic Hollywood musicals.

Selma harbours a sad secret: she is losing her eyesight and her son Gene stands to suffer the same fate if she can’t put away enough money to secure him an operation. When a desperate neighbor falsely accuses Selma of stealing his savings, the drama of her life escalates to a tragic finale.

Lars von Trier



Writer, Director






& Camera Operator
Director of the celebrated “Breaking the Waves” (winner of, among many other awards, the Grand Prix du Jury at Cannes 1996, a César for Best Foreign Film, the EFA award for Best European Film and an Academy Award nomination for Emily Watson in the leading role) Lars von Trier is widely regarded as one of Europe’s most gifted filmmakers.  His films include “Nocturne” and “Images of a Relief”, both of which were made while he was a student at the Danish Film School and both of which won Best Film Awards at the 1981 and 1982 Munich Film Festivals respectively; “Element of Crime”, winner of the Grand Prix Technique at Cannes in 1984; “Europa” (Special Jury Prize for Artistic Contribution and shared Grand Prix du Jury at Cannes 1991) and “Epidemic”, in addition to the groundbreaking television serials, “The Kingdom I” (1994) and “The Kingdom II” which was presented at Venice in 1997.  His most recent film, “The Idiots” premiered at Cannes in 1998.  For “The Idiots”, von Trier took Dogma’s cinematic ‘vow of chastity’ eschewing many of the tricks of the filmmaking trade in an effort to recapture the truth, spontaneity and inventiveness of the medium.

Filmography:
The Idiots  1998

The Kingdom II 1997 (mini-series)

Breaking the Waves 1996

The Kingdom I 1994 (mini-series)

Europa 1991

Epidemic 1987

Medea 1987 (TV)

The Element of Crime 1984

Befrielsesbilleder 1982 (short)

Den Sidste Detalje 1981 (short)

Nocturne 1980 (short)

Menthe la bienheureuse 1979 (short)

Orchidégartneren 1976 (short)

Björk



                Selma

Born in Reykjavik on 21st November 1965 and at only 34 years of age, Bjork has already recorded and released 14 albums over the last 23 years.

Her first, self-titled album, a collection of Icelandic songs and her first two solo works were released when she was only 11 years old. Bjork then went on to form a number of short-lived punk/new wave bands – Exodus at age 13, Tappi Tikarrass at 14 and Kukl at 18 – before joining The Sugarcubes, a mutated pop/rock band, that went on to have considerable international success selling more than three million albums.

The Sugarcubes split in 1992 and in the interim period before the release of her critically acclaimed album "Debut", and whilst considering her options, Bjork began to consolidate her relationship with a trio of respected Icelandic jazz players called Gudmundar Ingolfssonar. They recorded a one-off album of jazz and popular standards entitled "Gling Glo" which, still to this day, even five years afters it’s release, remains in the Icelandic best seller’s chart.

However, it has been her three solo albums that were released under her own name, "Debut", "Post" and "Homogenic", that have created an identity and musical status for her that are unequivocal. From the release of the critically acclaimed "Debut" in 1993, Bjork was embraced by media and public alike and became firmly established as a supremely inventive and ground-breaking international artist. To date, as a solo artist, she has achieved record sales in excess of seven million. 

Throughout her career she has incorporated her eclectic musical taste in all her solo projects and has collaborated with a bewildering and diverse array of musicians and producers from Nellee Hooper and Graham Massey to Mark Bell, Black Dog and Matmos. In addition she has explored and worked within the classical arena and has collaborated with luminaries including The Brodsky Quartet, Kent Negano and John Tavener  as well as with dance pioneers Dallas Austin and The Wu Tang Clan.

Renowned for her creativity and innovative idea’s, Bjork has worked with the world’s best, as well as young and unknown, photographers, fashion designers and video directors. She has received numerous accolades and international awards including three Grammy nominations for her video’s the most recent of which was for the vastly acclaimed "All Is Full Of Love" video which was directed by Chris Cunningham. 

Filming for Dancer In The Dark began in early 1999 and although Bjork had originally intended only to write and produce the score for the film, she decided that she would love to embrace the challenge of taking one of the starring roles when Lars Von Trier asked her to consider this.

Most recently, Bjork has started work on her new studio album which is scheduled for release in April 2001.
CATHERINE DENEUVE



Kathy

Legendary star of Polanski’s “Repulsion”, Buñuel’s “Belle de Jour” and Truffaut’s “The Last Metro”, Catherine Deneuve is no stranger to the musical genre, having appeared in Jacques Demy’s ever-popular “Les Parapluies de Cherbourg” and “Les Demoiselles de Rochefort”. She has twice won France’s Best Actress César, for “The Last Métro” and “Indochine” for which she also received an Academy Award nomination.  At the 1998 Venice Film Festival, she was voted Best Actress for her role in “Place Vendôme”.  Catherine Deneuve appears in Léos Carax’s “Pola X” and Raúl Ruiz’s “Le Temps Retrouvé”, both of which premiered at Cannes in 1999.

Filmography:

LES COLLEGIENNES



dir.AndreHunebelle

LES PETITS CHATS



dir. Jacques Villa

LES PORTES CLAQUES



dir.J.Poitrenaud/M Fernaud

L’HOMME A FEMMES



dir. J-G Cornu

LES PARISIENNES



dir. Marc Allegret

ET SATAN CONDUIT LE BAL


dir.Grisha M.Dabat

LE VICE ET LA VERTU



dir. Roger Vadim

VACANCES PORTUGAISES


dir. Pierre Kast

LES PARAPLUIES DE CHERBOURG


dir. Jacques Demy

LES PLUS BELLES ESCROQUERIES DU MONDE

dir. Claude Chabrol

LA CHASSE A L’HOMME



dir. Edouard Molinaro

UN MONSIEUR DE COMPAGNIE


dir. Philippe de Broca

LA CONSTANZA DELLA RAGIONE


dir. Pasquale Campanile

REPULSION




dir. Roman Polanski

LA VIE DE CHATEAU



dir JP Rappeneau

LIEBES KARUSELL



dir. Gert Froebe

LES CREATURES



dir. Agnes Varda

LE CHANT DU MONDE



dir. Marcel Camus

LES DEMOISELLES DE ROCHEFORT


dir. Jacques Demy

BELLE DE JOUR



dir. Luis Bunuel

BENJAMIN




dir. Michel Deville

MANON 70




dir. Jean Aurel

MAYERLING




dir. Terence Young

LA CHAMADE



dir. Alain Cavalier

THE APRIL FOOLS



dir. Stuart Rosenberg

MISSISSIPPI MERMAID



dir. Francois Truffaut

TRISTANA




dir. Luis Bunuel

PEAU D’ANE



dir. Jacques Demy

CA N’ARRIVE QU’AUX AUTRES


dir. Nadine Trintignant

LIZA




dir. Marco Ferrari

UN FLIC




dir. JP Melville

L’EVENEMENT LE PLUS IMPORTANT DEPUIS QUE

L’HOMME A MARCHE SUR LA LUNE


dir. Jacques Demy

TOUCHE PAS A LA FEMME BLANCHE

dir. Marco Ferrari

LA FEMME AUX BOTTES ROUGES


dir. Juan Bunuel

FATTI DI GENTE PER BENE


dir. Mauro Bolognini

ZIGZAG




dir. Laszla Szabo

L’AGRESSION



dir. Gerard Pires

HUSTLE




dir. Robert Aldrich

LE SAUVAGE



dir. JP Rappeneau

ANIMA PERSA



dir. Dino Rossi

SI C’ETAIT A REFAIRE



dir. Claude Lelouch

IL ETAIT UNE FOIS LA LEGION


dir. Dirk Richards

ECOUTE VOIR



dir. Hugo Santiago

L’ARGENT DES AUTRES



dir. C. de Chalonges

ILS SONT GRANDS CES PETITS


dir. Joel Santoni

A NOUS DEUX



dir. Claude LeLouch

COURAGE FUYONS



dir. Yves Robert

LE DERNIER METRO



dir. Francois Truffaut

JE VOUS AIME



dir. Claude Berri

LE CHOIX DES ARMES



dir. Alain Corneau

HOTEL DES AMERIQUES


dir.Andre Techine

LE CHOC




dir. Robin Davis

L’AFRICAIN




dir. Philippe de Broca

THE HUNGER



dir. Tony Scott

LE BON PLAISIR



dir. Francois Girod

FORT SAGANNE



dir. Alain Corneau

PAROLES ET MUSIQUE



dir. Elie Chouraqui

LE LIEU DU CRIME



dir. Andre Techine

AGENT TROUBLE



dir. JP Mocky

FREQUENCE MEURTRE



dir. E. Rappeneau

DROLE D’ENDROIT POUR UNE RENCONTRE

dir. F. Dupeyron

LA REINE BLANCHE



dir. JL Hubert

INDOCHINE




dir. Regis Wargnier

MA SAISON PREFEREE



dir. Andre Techine

LA PARTIE D’ECHECS



dir. Yves Hanchar

LE COUVENT



dir. Manoel de Oliveira

LES VOLEURS



dir. Andre Techine

L’INCONNU




dir. Ismael Ferroukhi

GENEALOGIES D’UN CRIME


dir. Raul Ruiz

PLACE VENDOME



dir. Nicole Garcia

POLA X




dir. Leos Carax

LE VENT DE LA NUIT



dir. Philippe Garrel

BELLE MAMAN



dir. Gabriel Aghion

EST-OUEST




dir.Regis Wargnier

LE TEMPS RETROUVE



dir. Raul Ruiz

PETER STORMARE




Jeff

Best known to international audiences as Steve Buscemi’s psychopathic sidekick in the Coen brothers’ “Fargo”, Swedish actor Peter Stormare has made a very successful career in Hollywood since his role in Penny Marshall’s “Awakenings” in 1990. He has appeared in numerous productions for the National Theatre of Sweden, including five classic plays directed by Ingmar Bergman. Stormare recently completed filming Rob Walker’s “Circus” and Wim Wender’s “The Million Dollar Hotel”, co-starring Mel Gibson from a story by U2’s Bono.  In addition to his feature film work, Stormare has appeared on “Seinfeld” for US television and in Ingmar Bergman’s “Larmar och gor sig till” on Swedish TV.  

Filmography:

CIRCUS




dir. Rob Walker

THE MILLION DOLLAR HOTEL


dir. Wim Wenders

AMOR NELLO SPECCHIO


dir. Salvatore Maira

PURGATORY



dir. Uli Edel

8MM




dir. Joel Schumacher

ARMAGEDDON



dir. Michael Bay

THE BIG LEBOWSKI



dir. Joel and Ethan Coen

MERCURY RISING



dir. Harold Becker

PLAYING GOD



dir. Andy Wilson

THE LOST WORLD



dir. Steven Spielberg

SOMEWHERE IN THE CITY


dir. Ramin Niami

FLIRTING WITH DISASTER 


dir. David Russell

FARGO




dir. Joel and Ethan Coen

LE POLYGRAPHE



dir. Robert Lepage

GIRL 6




dir. Spike Lee

BLACK EASTER 



dir. Ben Bolt

DAMAGE




dir. Louis Malle

AWAKENINGS



dir. Penny Marshall

FANNY AND ALEXANDER


dir. Ingmar Bergman

BACCHANTS



dir. Ingmar Bergman

FREUD FLYTTAR HEMIFRAN


dir. Susanne Bier

RIFLESSI IN UN CIELO SCURO


dir. Salvatore Maira

MALARPIRATER



dir. Allan Edwall

DEN FRUSNA LEOPARDEN


dir. Larus Ymir Oskarsson

SEPPAN




dir. A. Fagerstrom

OLD TIMES




dir. B. Johansen

DIRTY HANDS



dir. B. Johansen

DAVID MORSE




Bill

A native of Hamilton, Massachusetts, David Morse spent six years performing with the Boston Repertory Theatre. His stage credits include the award-winning “How I Learned to Drive” and numerous modern classics for a variety of New York, Los Angeles and regional repertory companies. His television credits include six seasons as a series regular on “St. Elsewhere”.  Recent feature film appearances include Antonio Banderas’ CRAZY IN ALABAMA and Frank Darabont’s THE GREEN MILE in which he stars opposite Tom Hanks.

Filmography:

THE GREEN MILE



dir. Frank Darabont

CRAZY IN ALABAMA



dir. Antonio Banderas

THE NEGOTIATOR



dir. F. Gary Gray

CONTACT 




dir. Robert Zemeckis

GEORGE B




dir. Eric Lea

EXTREME MEASURES



dir. Michael Apted

THE LONG KISS GOODNIGHT


dir. Renny Harlin

THE ROCK




dir. Michael Bay

TWELVE MONKEYS



dir. Terry Gilliam

THE CROSSING GUARD



dir. Sean Penn

THE GETAWAY



dir. Roger Donaldson

THE GOOD SON



dir. Joseph Ruben

THE INDIAN RUNNER



dir. Sean Penn

DESPERATE HOURS



dir. Michael Cimino

INSIDE MOVES



dir. Richard Donner

PERSONAL FOUL



dir. Ted Lichtenheld

VINCENT PATERSON 

Choreographer

In addition to his work on feature films including “Evita” and “The Birdcage”, Vincent Paterson has choreographed Madonna’s “Blonde Ambition” tour, Michael Jackson’s “Bad” tour and Chayanne’s world tour.  For director Harold Prince, he choreographed the DramaLogue winning, Tony nominee “Kiss of the Spiderwoman”. Paterson received a Best Director Dramalogue Award for his stage production of “Gangsta Love”.  On video, he has directed and choreographed Michael Jackson’s ACA nominated “Blood on the Dance Floor” and co-directed the MTV Award nominee “The Way You Make Me Feel”.  Again for Jackson, he choreographed MTV nominee “Black or White” and “Smooth Criminal”.  

For Madonna, he choreographed the music videos of “Holiday”, “Express Yourself” and “Like a Virgin”.  On television, Paterson directed and choreographed “In Search of Dr Zeuss” with Robin Williams, receiving 7 Emmy nominations and 5 Cable Ace nominations. Paterson has choreographed Madonna’s appearances at the Academy Award ceremony and the MTV Awards; Michael Jackson’s segment of the MTV 10th Anniversary celebration; Comic Relief VII and VIII; the 1988 Grammy Awards and the Superbowl Halftime Show XXVII.  

Vincent Paterson appears as Samuel in “Dancer in the Dark”.

Filmography:

EVITA 




dir. Alan Parker

THE BIRDCAGE



dir. Mike Nichols 

HOOK




dir. Steven Spielberg

TRUTH OR DARE: In Bed with Madonna

dir. Alek Keshishian

HAVANA




dir. Sidney Pollack

RUBY




dir. John Mackenzie

VIBEKE WINDELØV



Producer

Producer of Lars von Trier’s “The Kingdom II”,  “Breaking the Waves” and “The Idiots”, Vibeke Windeløv began her career in 1975.  She has produced a variety of short films and documentaries by and about artists, including Per Kirkeby and Asger Jorn.  

Windeløv’s feature film credits include Bille August’s “In My Life”, Gabriel Axel’s “Christian”, Jorgen Leth’s “Haiti Express” and “Notes of Love” and Susanne Bier’s “Family Matters” (1993).  Most recently, she produced Kristian Levring’s “The King is Alive” (Dogma 4) and Niels Arden’s “The Last Born”, both completed in 2000. 

A member of the board of the European Film Academy since 1998, Vibeke Windeløv was instrumental in establishing the production companies Liberator in France and Pain Unlimited in Germany.

FILMOGRAPHY



 

IN MY LIFE

 

dir. Bille August
    

CHRISTIAN

 

dir. Gabriel Axel 
 

HAITI EXPRESS
 

dir. Jorgen Leth

NOTES OF LOVE
 

dir. Jorgen Leth

FAMILY MATTERS
  

dir. Susanne Bier 

BREAKING THE WAVES 


dir. Lars von Trier 

THE KINGDOM II
  

dir. Lars von Trier 

THE IDIOTS 

  

dir. Lars von Trier 

THE KING IS ALIVE
  

dir. Kristian Levring 

THE LAST BORN
  

dir. Niels Arden

BILLING BLOCK

ZENTROPA ENTERTAINMENTS4, TRUST FILM, FILM I VÄST and LIBERATOR In co-production with Pain Unlimited, Cinematograph, What Else?, Icelandic Film Corporation, with Arte France Cinéma &France 3 Cinema, Danish Broadcasting Corporation & SVT Drama In collaboration with Arte Germany, FilmFour, VPRO, WDR, Angel Scandinavia, Canal+, Filmek, Constantin Film, Lantia, TV1000, YLE TV-1 Supported by: Danish Film Institute, Swedish Film Institute, Norwegian Film Institute, Icelandic Film Fund, Finnish Film Foundation, Filmstiftung Nordrhein-Westfalen, Nordic Film and TV Fund, AV-Fund, Nederlands Fond voor de Film, CoBO Fund, Eurimages, Media Programme of the European Union
presents A ZENTROPA PRODUCTIONS A FILM BY LARS VON TRIER 

Björk, Catherine Deneuve, David Morse, Peter Stormare and Joel Grey

Music by Björk, Choreography by Vincent Paterson, Director of Photography Robby Müller, Production Design Karl Juliussen Costume Designer Manon Rasmusen, First AD Anders Refn, Casting by Avy Kaufman, Film Editors Molly Malene Stensgaard & Fran(ois Gedigier
Produced by Vibeke Windeløv, Executive Producer Peter Aalbæk Jensen, Co-Executive Producers Marianne Slot & Lars Jönsson, Written & Directed by Lars von Trier
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DANCER IN THE DARK

TECHNICAL DATA

Title:

Dancer in the Dark 

Original title:

Dancer in the Dark

Duration:

139 minutes

Format:

35 mm (colour)

Screen ratio:

1:2. 35

Sound:

SR-D Dolby

Language spoken:
English

Country of origin:
Denmark

Genre:

Drama, Musical

Audience:

Young people, adults

Year of production:
2000
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